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om writer of the following pages may venture 
to (ay, that he feels a ſincere benevolence to, his 
fellow creatures, and a diſpoſition to weep over thoſe, 
who are expoſing themſelves to everlaſting ruin ; and 
| would rejoice to-ſee them recovered; and made happy 
inthe way pf the goſpel. At the ſame time he appfe⸗ 
hends, f that as the divine threatenings of future 65; nt N 
ment, are deſigned, and adapted, to have a beneficial 
influence on the minds of men, it is | neceſſary, that the 
proper import and meaning of thoſe denunciations ſhould 
be maintained; as otherwiſe, . their proper influence 
would be loſt, and mankind be injured, inſtead of be- 
ing benefited. He has endeavoured to write with can- 
dour, not wiſhing to give uneaſineſs or offence to any 
one. It was firſt intended, only | for the ufe of the con- 
gregation whom he ſerves in the goſpel, which may 
account for its prefent form: but at the particular re- 
queſt of a Friend, is now, with ſome little addition, 
preſented to the Public, and nn, to their ſerious 
Pperuſal. | | : 
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Gus ituation Wulle in this world is, compara- 
tively, a ſtate of great ignorance : we know but in 
part, But bleſſed be the Lord, he gives to his hum- 
ble people, that knowledge of himſelf and of Jeſus 
Chriſt, which leads to the enjoyment of life and ſalva- 
tion ; and through this knowledge he gives unto them 
all things, which pertain unto liſe and godline/s, This, 
T truſt, is our happinefs : notwithſtanding which, we 
« are expoſed to many errors and miſtakes, while we 
abide in this world of darkneſs and ſin. We have, 
however, amidſt dangers of this kind, a ſure word of 
prophecy for our infallible guide. To this we ſhall do 
well to tak? heed : and in our followirg its ſacred direc- 
tion, we ſhall be ſecured from every fatal error, and | 
walk with ſafety in the way of Peace." i: 1 | 
- Amidit the numerous controverſies, and different 
ſentiments which abound, we may come at truth, with- 
out the endleſs fatigue of tracing all the various opin- 
ions of men, or reading all the arguments and objecti- 
ohs advanced for or againſt it. By a ſincere attention 
to the word of God, accompanied with earneſt prayer, 
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we may with certainty determine. every. more. import- 
ant point; while others, which are leſs eſſential, or leſs 
plainly revealed, may ſexve to excite our diligence, and 
our candour, and lead us more ardently to long after 
that perfection of knowledge, promiſed to us jn heaven. 
Theſe obſervations may be applied to the ſubject re- 
ſpecting the FUTURE PUNISHMENT of the wicked. It 
has commonly been maintained by chriſtians 4 1n general, 
that this puniſhment will be ABSOLUTELY ETERNAL 
which awful truth has been conſidered, as moſt clearly 
aſſerted in the N ew Teſtament ; - while ſome - have 
been of a cantrary ſentiment, and have maintained, 
that this puniſhment will ſooner or later come to an 
end; that the wicked will univerſally be delivered from 
it; and in conſequence advanced to the happineſs of 
heaven. On this ſubje& I ſhall freely give you my 
ſerious thoughts. In doing which, I ſhall keep the 
word of God in view, and pay but little regard x to 
any thing elſe. | 
-In favour of the ſentiment a a eee eſter 
tion, it is pleaded, that it gives us more enlarged views: 
of the mercy and love of God to mankind, than we 
could otherwiſe have; and that it affords what is de- 
ſirahle and pleaſing to a benevolent heart., And even 
ſuppoſing it to be an error, yet in extenuation of it, 
ſome may plead, that it is not a capital or a dangerous 
ane: that it in no reſpect derogates from the riches 
and freedom of divine grace, nor in any degree eclipſes 
the worth and glory of our Redeemer s character and 
| work; that it does not affect the object of our worſhip. 
or the ground of our dependance ; apy hope; that it 
does 


4 18 
Joes not diminiſh the ſources of our conſolation, or res 
lax our obligations to obedience. ' Theſe pleas, if urg- 
ed with apparent ſincerity, may ſerve to excite our can- 
dour towards thoſe, who maintain the ſentiment: : but 
unleſs the ſentiment itſelf has a clear foundation in the 
word of God, it muſt be utterly indefenſible on every 
other ground. "Theſe ſpecious allegations, are to be 
conſidered neither as ſolid arguments, or demonſtrative 
proofs. However, ſome of theſe particulars, will come 
under conſideration 1 in the few obſervations 1 ſhall hes 

| ther make on the ſubject; ; to which. 1 would uf, 
your very ſerious attention. | | 4 

Fixsr, Al the certain knowledge which we have : 
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| word of God; and more ef] pecially from the New Teſ- 
| tament. All our meer reaſonings on this. ſubje&, are 
but uncertain conjectures; we know nothing, and can 
infer nothing with certainty concerning it, beyond the 
line of ſcripture. In that ſacred book, we read of the 
miſery of hell, as the future and awful portion of the 
wicked; and of the happineſs of heaven, as the joyful 
inheritance of the ſaints. And as this promiſed hap- 
pineſs, is declared to be EVERLASTING, or without 
end ſo alſo is the threatened miſery, which ſtands op- 
poſed to it, as appears from Matt. xviti. 8. & xxv. 4, 1 
46. Mark ix. 4348. 2 Thel. i. 9. Rev: xiv. It. "ES: 
xx. 10. That theſe paſſages naturally convey the i- 
dea of endleſs duration, is, T think, evident; for there 
are no terms, or modes of expreſſion in our language, 
that I know: of, which convey this idea more clearly, 
or more emphatically than what is done here: and 


| = TT} 
K that the ſame idea 1s as fully, and as ſtrongly, canveyed | 
if in theſe ſeveral texts in the original language, as in our = | 
verſion, appears from the teſtimony of the learned in 
_ general :* and chriſtians in all ages, from the apoſtles 
to the preſent time, and even the moſt learned and pi- 
ous among them, with a very few exceptions, have uns. 
derſtood theſe feriptures, as clearly and fully holding 
forth, an endleſs duration of puniſhment and miſery. 1 
It may be ſaid, I hat theſe forecited texts, do not 
neceſſarily lead us to the idea of an endleſs duration, be- 
cauſe there are ſeveral things ſpoken of 1 in the Old Tefs. 
tament, which are ſaid to be FOR EVER, but are ne- 
vertheleſs of limited duration ; 3 as in Exod. xxi. 6, & 
XxVii. 21. & xxviii. 43, Ecclef. i. 4.” To -which 1 
may be replied, That the ſcope of 255 and ſimilar paſ- 5 
ſages, and the connection in which they ſtand, clearly 
determine their ſenſe, and preſerves the reader from 
miſtake : for as the things ſpoken of are but of limited 
duration, and have ref, pet only to what is temporal; ſo 
when they are ſaid to continue, or abide for ever, the, = _ 
meaning cannot be extended further, than the longeſt, 
temporal duration, of which the ſubjects or things ſpo- 
ken of were capable. The ſubje&s mentioned in the 
forecited texts, are evidently temporal things; viz. the 
Hebrew ſervant, the Jewiſh church, and the frame of 
nature : as theſe, ſo all other temporal things have an 
end; and whatevet i is ſaid of their continuance, natu- 
tally conveys an idea of limitation : but things which. 
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«* Thoſe who wiſh to ſee this argument illuſtrated, may read 
A as WA THE ETERNITY OF FUTURE PUNISHMENT; 
lacely publiſhed, by Mr, D. Ta v Ton. 
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are properly eternal, are things which are not rin! and 
which will abide for ever, 2 Cor. iv. 18. Now when 
all temporal things are ended, when all limited durati- 
ons are no more; then all that remains will be 
ſtrictly and properly eternal, without any boundary, or 
period; and then will take place, the execution of our 
Lord's awful ſentence, theſe = $0.4 awa ay 2 into e 
punt uſhment. 
. CONDLY, That ſome Ld or 81 a _ pu⸗ 
niſhment and miſery, will certainly be the portion of 
all thoſe, who die in impenitency and unbelief, cannot 
be denied, Sin -being the tranſgreſſi on of the divine 
law, and this law being holy, juſt, and good; it muſt 
be a righteous thing with God, to infli& on every trans⸗ 


greſſor, who is not intereſted in Jeſus Chriſt, the pun- 
iſhinent which ſin deſerveth, according to the nature 


and conſtitution of the law. If therefore the ſcripture 
was leſs explicit and determinate, i in regard to the du- 
ration of future puniſhment, than in fact it is, it 
ought fil} to he conſidered,” that it is the fole preroga- 
tive of the great God himſelf, to determine the degree, 
and the duration of this puniſhment ; becauſe he only 
can truly eſtimate, and determine the real evi}, the tur- 
pitude, the malignity, and the juſt demerit of fin. He 
alone is the ſupreme and righteous judge of all mankind. 
It becomes us to remember, with the deepeſt abaſement 
and ſelf:abhorrence, that we are criminals, that we have 
ſinned, and expoſed ourſelves to the diſpleaſure of our 
ſovereign, and our judge · And conſidering ourſelves, 
as guilty of numberleſs, of infinite offences, againſt in. 
finite Majeſty, it muſt be very prepoſterous in us, to at- 
tempt to direct in the eneeude of divine denunciati- 


ONS 3 


ons; or to ſet bounds and limits, to the puri 


igen tits 
be inflicted on offenders. Was therefore, the ſcripture. 


entirely ſilent, as to the point in queſtion, it would not. 


be in the power of any man, to diſprove the endleſs du- 


ration of future miſery. We ſhould, indeed, be utterly. 
diſqualified to determine it; nor would it be our pro- 
vince to interfere in it, ſeeing we are ſinners; and that 
it is the peculiar prerogative of deity, to know, and to. 


do that which is juſt and equitable : ſhall not the Judge 
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- all the earth 4⁰ rigli? Gen. xviti, 25. 
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Tux, If the univerſal reſtoration of the W > 
| 4 from future puniſhment, be conſidered as grounded 
on an atonement, made for the ſins of all man- 


kind; and that the miſery which ſinners endure in 


| hell, for a limited time, be deſigned, to prepare them for 


the enjoyment of heaven; T would beg leave to enquire 


why this miſery is repreſented, and ſpoken of in ſcrip- 
ture as a pun! oſhment,, and as the wrath of God? as Matt. 


XXV. 40. Rom. ii. 5. & v. 9. 1 Theſ. i. 10. 2 Thef;: 
i 98 Pet. ii. 9, Rev. vi. 16, 17. And if our Lord: 


Jeſus Chriſt, hath made a full atonement for the fins: 


of all men, ſo as: certainly to poſſeſs them of a title to 


heaven, how is it, that he does not ſave them from tie 
wrath to come? If there be ſufficient merit, and effica- 


cy in the work of Jeſus, to inſpre a ſtate of everlaſting 

| happineſs to men; it ſeems difficult to account for its 
being inſufficient to preſerve them from future miſery: 
It ſeems to me that if the puniſhment which ſinners 


endure for a certain period in a future ſtate, be deſign- 


ed of God to prepare them for heaven; this puniſh-. 
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indignation. 1 may. however, venture to affert, that 


we have no account in ſcripture, that God will be pre- 
paring ſinners for heaven, during their ſufferings in 
| hell. The divine word is entifely ſilent on this head. 

| That ſacred book, teprefents the ſuture ſtate, as con- 


fiſting either of everlaſting happineſs, or of everlaſting 


| Mifery 7 and both are ſaid to commence, when all tem- 


porat things ate brought to a period: and nothing is 
mentioned concerning that miſery, as being intended 
to make men holy, and to fit them for heaven. Now 
in the pteſent ſtate, the goſpel is preached, and he that 
believeth on the Son, hath everlaſting life; and he that bes 
lieveth not the Son; ſhall not ſee I or but the wrath of Cod 
abidetſ on fim. John iti. 36: 

The only things mentioned concerning the proceeds 
ing of our bleſſed Lord with firiners, at the laſt day; 
are, that he will raiſe them from their graves, will call 
them to his awful bar, will ſentence them to everlaſt- 
ing puniſhment, and ſpeedily execiite that tremendous 
ſentence upon them. Nor do we read any thing con- 
cerning his ever reftoting them from that awful miſe- 
ry; or of his having any further regard to them in a- 
ny way of mercy. Now if fo great a work, as the 
reſtoration of ſuch multitudes of miſerable creatures, 
from ſuch à dreadful ſtate was intended; and that it 
was the purpoſe of God, to give this glorious diſplay 
of his mercy, in the future world; it is reafonable to 
expect ſomething, and indeed much ſhould be ſaid a- 
bout it, in the word q God; and that very clear and 


| you But while the ſcripture ſeems wholly ent, ia 


C regard 


regard to any ſuch interpoſition of dfvine merey; it 


entirely ſuperſedes all hope of it, in the repeated de- 
claration it makes, of the endleſs duration of puniſh- 
ment. And there are many other paſſages, wherein 
the ſame thing is implied, though not declared fo ex- 
preſsly. One inſtance I may mention, concerning Ju- 
das the traitor ; when our Lord faid of him, Matt. 
xxvi. 24. I had been good for that man, if he had not 
been born. He by that proverbial ſaying, plainly indi- 


| cated, that as his aggravated guilt, would neceſſarily - 


plunge him into perdition ; ſo from thence he ſhould 
never be reſtored to the enjoyment of happineſs. For 
if his reſtoration had been certain, an eternity of hap- 


pineſs would. have infinitely exceeded his temporary pu- 
niſhment, and rendered his exiſtenee an infinite good 


to him. 


FourTFHLY, As the future bine and miſery” 


of ſirmers, is ſaid in ſcripture to be everlaſting ; ſo alfo 
is the future happinefs of the faints. If therefore the 


term everlaſting, in reſpect to the former, is deſigned 
to exprefs only a limited-time ; why ſhould the ſame 


term in refpe& to the latter, be deſigned to expreſs 


endleſs duration? When the ſame word is uſed to 
exprefs the duration of miſery, as. of. happineſs, why 
is it, that we muſt neceſſarily underſtand, ſuch an eſ- 
ſential difference in the meaning? If therefore the 
duration of the finner's miſery be:limited, are we not 


obliged to conſider the duration of the ſaints -happie 


neſs to be limited alſo? And if ſo, then by ſuch an 
interpretation of the ſcriptures, the doctrine deduced 


would afford the wicked, a Van proſpect of almoſt 


infinite 


* 


— 


a ev i =. a „ 


4 


0 * 9 


infinite gain; while it preſented to the godly, a Sony 
expectation of abſolutely infinite loſs. It would give 
the impenitent ſinner, that which would animate his 
hopes; but would exhibit .as much to the humble 
chriſtian, to excite his fears. Tt. would ſpread light 
and joy, on the ways of the ungodly ; while it diffuf- 
ed darknefs and heavineſs into the hearts of the right 
tous. But 25 is the chriſtian's happineſs, that no 
miſtaken interpretations of the bible, can affect the 
foundation of his hope for eternity. 


FirTHLY, I apprehend, that the ſentiment of a u- 
niverſal reſtoration, can anſwer no valuable end; nor 
can any advantage ariſe from the belief of it. For as 
to thoſe who believe in, and love Jeſus Chriſt; whe- 
ther the ſentiment be true or falſe, it can in neither 
view affect them: for they being the objects of God's 
love, and intereſted ; in all the fulneſs of the Mediator; 
are ſecured from future wrath, and entitled to eternal 
glory: and hence they derive peace and hope, and the 
moſt effectual motives to love and ſerve God. And 
in reſ pect to thoſe Who live i in fin and e from 
God; there is nothing, I apprehend, can be more effec- 
tual to allure and encourage them to repent, and ſeek | 
the Lord, than thoſe diſcoveries of free and full ſal- 
vation, ſet forth in the goſpel according to the com- 
mon doctrine. Nar is this ſentiment more calculat= 
ed to rouſe the conſcience of a careleſs ſinner, that the 
oppoſite ſentiment is: for if the finner's fears are not ex- 
cited, if his conſcience be not terrified, and if he be not 
induced to forſake his evil'courſe, by the repreſentations 
and threats of a puniſhment, which will never end; it 
IIS | | C 2 / | is 
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is not probable that the idea, or belief of 4. leſs * 
gree, or a ſhorter duration of miſexy, can . Will. oy 
any efficacy to-theſe purpoſes. 


Should it be ſaid That the doctrine of Pl univerſal g 


reſtoration, gives us more honourable apprehenſions of 
God; and brighter diſplays. of 
the love, the atonement, 


would reply, That the principle and mode of reaſon 


ing, which appears to be here adopted, if admitted, 
would lead us neceſſarily to infer, that the divine mer- 


cy and grace, and the work of Chriſt, would have ap- 


peared ſtill more illuſtrious and honourable, if ſin were 


to receiye no puniſhment at all; and if Jeſus. had favs 
ed mankind entirely from e miſery, of every kind 
and degree. And I might add, that the divine goodneſs 
would have been yet more eminently glorious, if ſig 
had never been ſuffered to enter into the world, and 
human miſery had been totally unknown... But if this 
train of. reaſoning were followed, where would. it lead 


. us? Poſlibly it might lead us aſide from the Bible; but | 


would nevertheleſs. conduct us to that very point, by 


- which the ſcheme of univerſal reſtoration. would be 
conſummated... It i 18 however wert to be obſerved, 


are many things in a mo nat government of God, the 
wiſdom and equity of his laws, the executions of his 


fenunciations, and the diſ ſplays of his mercy; which 


lie beyond our inveſtigation, and concerning which we 


pre yery incompetent judges. It certainly becomes ug 


10 think and ſpeak of the aw prefeions and provi 


dence, 
fr 
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e ſaving power of ouf 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, than the contrary doctrine does. I | 
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e, with the moſt profound. reverence... What Goa 
mult be right: He is the roch; his work is perfet; 


1. 


all. A, ways d e judgm: end; 4 Cd truth, with out ini- 


guihy, guſt and right is / Deut. xxxii. 4. He hath 
given us his word to teach us the knowledge. of him- 
ſelf, and hath-4herei given us the great outlines, of the 
rectitude and propriety of his procedure with mankind, 
If we negle dt that ſacr2d directory, we ſhall be in dan- 
ger of falling. into ſtrange abſurdities, When there- 


fore men loſe ſight of the Bible, or only partially re- 


gard i its infallible dictates; it is no wonder, if they are 
led to make a falſe eſtimate. .of the evil of ſin; and 
From thence preſume to decide upon the right of di- 
vine Juſtice, and to conſider divine mercy as their law- 
ful claim. No wonder if they repreſent the perfecti- 
ons of God, as flattering to their deprayed propenſi- 
ties; white, they take upon them to meaſure. all his 
ways and works, by their contracted reaſonings, ? 

- SIXTBLY,, While I conceive, the ſentiment inqueſe 
tion to be unſcriptural, I cannot but apprehend the 
ſpread of it to be hurtful, Was it true, 2. good man 
could hope for nothing from it; but certainly the wick» 
ed and ungodly, would have leſs to fear; and there. 
fore would be ſo much the more flattered i in their ſins. 
The miſery to which they are expoſed, being con- 
ſidered, as leſs awful, their conſciences would have leſs 
40 terriſy them; and there fore they might with. greater 
eaſe and ſatisfaction, go on in a ou of ae 
and diſregard of the goſpel. 

The ſolemn denunciations eee Bible, 
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put are calculated for the good of mti. They art 


ing them a view of fi 5 in its. deſtructive tendeney ; 
whereby they may be deterred from the commiſſion of 
it, and be led to repent. of it; and that under an appre- 
henſion of the danger to Which it expoſes them, they 
may be excited. to look to that divine Mediator, i in 
whom there is redemption and forgiveneſs of ſins. 


Now, in propdrtion as the divine threatenings are a- 


dapted to an ſwer theſe important ends, it muſt be dan- 
gerol's and hurtful to mankind, to poſſeſs them with an 


ide», t nat the threatened evil iS lets than it really i is: ; ; 


becauſe hereby the import of the folemn threat is di- 
miniſhed, and the influence which it was adapted to 
have, on the minds and conſciences of men, proport= 
onably abated. 


la chis view I apprehend, that as the Almighty hath 


e HT everlaſting puniſhment to ſinners (which 


will b; the portion of all who die i in impenitency) ſo 


- 


deſigned to work upon the conſciences of men, by giV- | 


this ſolemn denunciatign hath had its influence Oh 1 : 


minds of men; and has produced effects (in many a 


Jeaft) avrecable to its tendency : men have been alarm- 
ed have repented—and returned to the Lord. But, 


if on the contrary. inſtead of an endleſs duration of mi- 


ſery; it be ſaid. that this miſery 1 will be only temporary, 
and will ſooner or later have an end: this Mea, as it 


it is leſs alarming, tends ſo 'much the more to ſooth 
| men in their tins; and 5, of to jull them into 


a fatal forgetfulneſs of God and 0 the covey. o Wn 


ber unto their peace. 


A I am thus approhenſive of the dan gerous ten- 
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dency of This ſentiment, on che minds of the thoughts 
leſs and ĩmpenitent; I conceive it can do no good int re. 
ligious ſociety, but in all probability would have a con- 
trary tendency. It would doubtleſs be the occaſion 
of controverſy and diſpute, whereby much precious 
time might be waſted ; anger, and-other evil paſſions 
excited; and the affections of chriſtians, become alie- 
nated from each other. It might alſo tend to draw off 
the attention, from the more important and neceſſary 


ſubje&s of the goſpel; and engage the mind to dwely 


on meer ſpeculation, inſtead of being devouitly employ- 


ed, in that which pertains. to the 1 and power 
of godlineſs. 3 3 ad 


- SevenTRLY, If we are ſo happy. as to'be brought 


near to God through Jeſus Chriſt, and are the objects 
of his favour and love; there are other ſubjects which 
more immediatelycall lor our attention, and which ought 


to be our principal concern. Inſtead of troubling our- 
ſelves with the controverſy, reſpe&ing the duration of 


the ſinner's awful miſcry, let us adhere-to the Plain 


declarations of ſcripture as our only rule: and while 


we reflect on our heineus demefits, and moürn under 
a ſenſe of remaining depravity, let us rejoice, and be 
thankful; hat 7-/us Chriſt is come into the world to ſave 


finners\ and that we being juſtified by his blood. ſhall af 


ſuredly be Javed from wrath through him. Rom. v. 2 
At the ſame time let it be our concern to wa/k humbly. 

with dur God, and to make our conſtant i 
ments to*that grace, to which we owe all our ſalvati- 
on and all our hopes. Let us be daily locking to, 


And living upon the Lord Jeſus ; . him 3 uw. 
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* fuRelency, his atoning blood; his perfect gut 
eouſneſs, and prevailing interceſſion ; as he wh pof- 
feſſes all the fulneſs of grace, wited to 6ur mani fold 
t | nieceffities 5 Who is the only foundation of our hopes, 
1 and whoſe word infures our complete falvation, ane 
1 6ur everlaſting felicity. In this divine Mediator, we 
16 have acceſs to God, our heavenly Father; become the 
sbje tts of his itfrmutable love, and ſtand intereſted in 
all che promiſes, and bleſſings of the everlaſting coves 

gant. Here, we have æ ſpring of the pureſt joy, 4 
ground of eſfectual ſupport under preſent troybles, and 
| the moſt animating profpeRts of futurity-ſet before us 
14 Being thus highly favoured of the Lord, let us under & 
„ mely fenſe of our great obligations, devote ourfelves 
1 to his ſeryice and praiſe. As thoſe who are bn f the 
Spirit, let us always be ſeeking his gracious inſluence 
And affiſtance ; watching Agia fin, and abonnding in 
every good work ; maintaining a conſtant guard againſt 
tlie love of the world, and an irregular conformity to 
it; being zn/tant in prayer, and duly regarding all di- 
vine zppointments, and ordinances ; ſtudying the di- 
vine word, and aſpiring after a continual growth in 
grace. Thefe are things, which are imme le and 
_ Highly intereſting to us all; which if duly regarded, 
dur ſonls will be in peace and proſperity, although we 
remain ignorant of many other things, which are leſs . 
clearly revealed, and of more remate conſideration. - 
May you, my dear Friends, be poſſeſſed of that wiſ-- 
dom and grace, whereby you may diſtinguiſh what is 
i Moſt imporant ; and approv- what 2s moſt exceltait': and 
16 , the Lord grant that you may be preferved from evety 
1 error, and daily increaſe in the knowledge of the truth, 
as 10 in Feſus.” This is the ſincere deſire, and prayers 
of, your obedient fervant in the goſpel, 


Bifſels Gre n, Feb. 28, 1789. J. Sraxekx, 
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